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Revenue Growth Report 
 
Problem: 

I want a report that shows the growth in sales revenue per quarter since last year, but I 
want BUSINESSOBJECTS to determine which years to use based on the current date, filter 
the report accordingly, and then calculate the variance. 
 
Solution: 

1. Create a report using Year, Quarter, and Sales revenue  from the eFashion universe. 

2. Set Quarter as the master cell, and then manually insert a variance that subtracts last 
year from this year. Also insert a percentage variance between the two years. Now 
you have values to which you can compare the variables that you create. 
 

 

3. Next, create a variable named Last Year Flag to flag last year. 
 
=If <Year>= FormatNumber((Year(CurrentDate())-1),"0000") Then 1 
 
Also create a variable named Current Year Flag to flag this year. 
 
=If <Year>= FormatNumber((Year(CurrentDate())),"0000") Then 1 

4. Now that there are flags for the previous and current years, create a variable named 
Quarterly Variance that subtracts last year’s revenue from this year’s revenue. 
 
=<Sales revenue> Where (<Last Year Flag>=1) - <Sales revenue> Where 
(<Current Year Flag>=1) 
 
Also create a variable named Quarterly Variance % that subtracts last year’s 
revenue from this year’s revenue, and then divides that value by last year’s revenue. 
 
=(<Sales revenue> Where (<Last Year Flag>=1) - <Sales revenue> Where 
(<Current Year Flag>=1))/<Sales revenue> Where (<Last Year Flag=1) 



5. Duplicate the sectioned report with the variance. Delete the variance rows from the 
block. Then, add a sum and an average for Sales revenue to create rows to hold the 
Quarterly Variance and Quarterly Variance % variables. 
 

 

6. Drag Quarterly Variance and Quarterly Variance % from the report manager to 
replace the sum and average you inserted. Format the Quarterly Variance cell as 
currency and format the Quarterly Variance % cell to display as a percentage. 
 

 

7. Next, create a variable named Variance Label to label the new variables. 
 
=FormatNumber((Year(CurrentDate())) ,"0000") + "-" + 
FormatNumber((Year(CurrentDate())-1) ,"0000") 

8. Drag Variance Label from the report manager to replace the Sum and Average 
labels. 
 

 

9. Finally, add a filter to the block to show only last year and this year. To do this, click 
on the block, and then select Filters from the Format menu. In the Format Filters  
dialog box, select the Table 1 folder, click Add, select Year, and then click OK. 



10. Next, select the Year filter under the Table 1 folder and click Define . Enter the 
following formula and click OK. 
 
=<Current Year Flag>=1 Or <Last Year Flag>=1 

11. Click OK to close the Format Filters dialog box and you should see the following 
report. 
 

 



Past Six Months Summary Report 
 
Problem: 

I only want to display data from the first day of the month six months ago through the 
current date. 
 
Solution: 

1. Create a new report using Sales Person, Invoice Date, and Revenue from the Island 
Resorts Marketing universe. 

2. Create a measure variable named Six Months Ago that subtracts six from the current 
month, and if that result is less than or equal to zero, it adds twelve. If the current 
month minus six is greater than zero, it returns that value. 
 
=If MonthNumberOfYear(CurrentDate())-6<=0 Then 
MonthNumberOfYear(CurrentDate())+6 Else 
MonthNumberOfYear(CurrentDate())-6 

3. Next, create a measure variable named Year of Six Months Ago that checks to see if 
the current month minus six is less than or equal to zero. If it is, then it returns the 
current year minus one. If it is a positive number, it simply returns the current year. 
 
=If MonthNumberOfYear(CurrentDate())-6 <=0 Then Year(CurrentDate())-
1 Else Year(CurrentDate()) 

4. Create a dimension variable named First Day of Six Months Ago that concatenates 
the Six Months Ago variable with an "01" (the first day of the month) and the Year 
of Six Months Ago variable. To do this, it must also perform the FormatNumber 
function on the variables because only character data types can be concatenated. This 
concatenation is nested within a ToDate function, which turns the concatenation into 
a valid, usable date. 
 
=ToDate(FormatNumber(<Six Months Ago> ,"00") + "/" + "01" + "/" 
+FormatNumber(<Year of Six Months Ago> ,"0000") ,"mm/dd/yyyy") 

5. Apply a filter on Invoice Date with the following definition: 
 
 =<Invoice Date> Between (<First Day of Six Months Ago> , 
CurrentDate()) 

6. Insert the following formula as a report title: 
 
="Sales Invoices:  " + FormatDate(<First Day of Six Months Ago> , 
"Mmmm d, yyyy") + " - " + FormatDate(CurrentDate() ,"Mmmm d, yyyy") 



7. Your report should look similar to the one below. 
 

 



Crosstab Labels 
 
Problem: 

I want to label the measure used in the body of a crosstab block, but I do not want the 
label to appear for each column. 
 

 
 
Solution: 

1. Create a crosstab block using Year, Month Name , and Sales revenue from the 
eFashion universe. Apply a condition to retrieve only the current year and a condition 
that prompts the user for which month(s) to retrieve. Format the crosstab block with 
Month Name at the top and State along the left side, and then insert a row below 
Month Name . 

2. Create a new variable named Even Number of Months to determine if the user has 
selected an even number of months. 
 
=Even(Count(<Month Name>) In Block) 
 
Create a new variable named Odd Number of Months to determine if the user has 
selected an odd number of months. 
 
=Odd(Count(<Month Name>) In Block) 

3. Create a variable named Label Placement that determines the center column of the 
crosstab block. 
 
=((Count(<Month Name>) In Block)+3)/2 

4. Create a variable named Revenue Label that displays the text “Sales Revenue” based 
on the number of months in the crosstab block and the value returned by the Label 
Placement variable. 
 
=If (<Even Number of Months> And ColumnNumber()=2) Then "Sales 
Revenue" Else If (<Odd Number of Months> And ColumnNumber()=<Label 
Placement>) Then "Sales Revenue" 



5. Drag Revenue Label from the Report Manager and drop it into the row you inserted 
in step 1 above. You should see a crosstab like the one below if the user selects an 
odd number of months. 
 

 
 
You should see a crosstab like the one below if the user selects an even number of 
months. 
 

 



Graphic Alerters 
 
Problem: 

I want graphics to appear as alerters, but I don’t want to embed graphics in my document. 
 
Solution: 

1. First, open Character Map to find appropriate graphics. To do this, click the Start 
button, then select Programs  à Accessories à System Tools à Character Map. 

2. Select Wingdings from the drop-down list. 

3. In BUSINESSOBJECTS, create a table block using Year, State, and Sales revenue from 
the eFashion universe. 

4. Insert a column to the right of Sales revenue and type Rating as the header for the 
new column. 

5. Click in the body of the new column, and then click the Alerters button in the 
toolbar. 

6. Add a new alerter named Rating with the following operators and values: 
 

 

7. Click the drop-down arrow next to the Result field for the first condition and select 
Text. 

8. Switch to the Character Map window and copy the frowning symbol. Then, switch 
back to BUSINESSOBJECTS and paste the symbol. Click OK. 



9. Click the drop-down arrow next to the Result field for the first condition and select 
Format. 

10. On the Font tab, select Wingdings from the font list, select a large font size, and 
change the font color. 

11. Repeat steps 7-10 for the other two conditions, selecting an appropriate symbol and 
color for each condition. 

12. Click OK to close the Edit Alerters dialog box. Apply the Rating alerter to the 
Rating column in the table block. 

13. Your report should look similar to the one below. 
 

 

 



Banded Report 
 
Problem: 

I want every other row of my report to be shaded. 
 
Solution: 

1. Create a new report using Year, Quarter, State, Sales revenue , and Quantity sold 
from the eFashion universe. Insert a break on Year, and then insert a break on 
Quarter. Insert sums for Sales revenue and Quantity sold. 

2. Format the body of the table block to have a white fill color. 

3. Select the body of the table block and click the Alerters button. 

4. Create a new alerter named Shading. 

5. On the Conditions tab, click Add to create a new variable. Name the new variable 
Even Test and enter the following formula. 
 
=Even(LineNumber()) 

6. From the Operator 1 drop-down list, select = (equal to). In the Value 1 field, type 0. 
Format the result to have black text and a gray fill color. 
 

 

7. Click OK to return to the Alerters dialog box. 

8. Be sure the check box for the Shading alerter is selected, and then click OK. 



9. Your report should look similar to the one below. 
 

 

 

Extra: What if I want every third row of my report to be shaded, but I want the shading 
to look the within each break level? 

1. Create a new alerter named Every 3rd Shading With Reset. 

2. On the Conditions tab, click Add to create a new variable. Name the new variable 
Mod 3 Reset and enter the following formula. 
 
=Mod(RunningCount(LineNumber();<Quarter>),3) 

3. From the Operator 1 drop-down list, select = (equal to). In the Value 1 field, type 0. 
Format the result to have black text and a yellow fill color. 

4. From the second Operator 1 drop-down list, select = (equal to). In the Value 1 field, 
type 1. Format the result to have black text and a blue fill color. 



5. From the third Operator 1 drop-down list, select = (equal to). In the Value 1 
field, type 2. Format the result to have black text and a pink fill color.  
 

 

6. Click OK to return to the Alerters dialog box. 

7. Be sure the check box for the Every Third Shading With Reset alerter is 
selected, and then click OK. 

8. Your report should look similar to the one below. 
 

 



Ranking Specific Sections 
 
Problem: 

I only want one of my report sections ranked. 
 
Solution: 

1. Create a new report using Resort, Year, and Number of guests from the Island 
Resorts Marketing universe. 

2. Copy the table that is created and paste next to the original table. 

3. Set Resort as a master cell. 

4. Apply a ranking to the first table to display the Top 1 Year based on Number of 
guests. 
 

 

5. Right-click on the ranked table and select Format Table. On the Appearance tab, 
select the Hide Block check box and type the following formula: 
 
=<Resort> InList ("French Riviera", "Hawaiian Club") 

6. Click OK. 



7. Next, right-click on the second table and select Format Table. On the Appearance 
tab, select the Hide Block check box and type the following formula: 
 
=<Resort>="Bahamas Beach" 

8. Left-align the second table with the first table. Your report should look similar to the 
one below. 
 

  



Displaying the Last Refreshed Date/Time 
 
Problem: 

I want to concatenate the last refreshed date and time with some text, but I get syntax 
errors when I try to concatenate text with the results of the LastExecutionDate function. 
 
Solution: 

1. Open an existing report. 

2. Insert a free-standing cell in the report header section. 

3. Type the following formula in the free-standing cell, replacing <Your Object> with 
an object from your data provider: 
 
="Document Last Refreshed on " + FormatDate(LastExecutionDate 
(DataProvider(<Your Object>)) , "Mmm d, yyyy (h:mm AM/PM)") 

4. You should get a result similar to the one below. 
 

  


